[bookmark: _GoBack]Get Yourself Some Girlfriends

	Last weekend, I went to a Bachelorette Party in Las Vegas for one of my high school girlfriends, and I came back feeling like I’d hit the jackpot! No, I didn’t win thousands on a penny slot (although I did win $47 at the Blackjack table), nor did I shop ‘til I dropped in the luxurious stores. However, I did come back with a better appreciation for my oldest, loveliest girlfriends.
Girlfriends are great. Whether you see them often or rarely, live across the sidewalk or over the ocean: they are the best. Although we don’t always spend the most time together or see each other as regularly as we would like, the Vegas road trip and hotel room shenanigans reminded me why these ladies will always be my favorites.
One of the things I love most about my group of gal pals is our diversity. Not only are we a multicultural mix, we also pursue a variety of passions, careers, and relationships. On the trip to Vegas, we examined the role of social media in our lives and those around us. We grappled with the uncomfortable questions of race relations in America. Over cocktails by the pool, we listened and shared our experiences with childbirth from the perspective of casual YouTuber, caretaker, and mother.
My girls taught me so much this weekend. Like that my favorite wedges are great for weekend dinner dates, but not the best when walking a mile from club to club. They taught me to contour and which makeup vloggers to follow. They helped me navigate pool parties, nightly entertainment, and VIP access at the club. We discussed faith and family, old loves and new, and I left the trip with an overwhelming sense of gratitude for this amazing group of women I get to call mine.
Have you called your girlfriends recently? When was the last time you got the group together for dinner? Turn off the Netflix, put down the Pokémon Go, and get yourself some gal pals. Whether it’s for a tea party at your favorite brunch spot, game night with the classics, or eating gelato and drinking wine while watching the Bachelorette, you won’t regret the time you invest in your favorite female friends.
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